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they limited American independence and therefore
could not be left out of the policy of the Govern-
ment. The United States soon began to recognize
that there was a region in the affairs of which it
must take a more active interest. As early as
1780 Thomas Pownall, an English colonial official,
predicted that the United States must take an
active part in Cuban affairs. In 1806 Madison,
then Secretary of State, had instructed Monroe,
Minister to Great Britain, that the Government be-
gan to broach the idea that the whole Gulf Stream
was within its maritime jurisdiction. The message
of Monroe was an assertion that the fate of both the
Americas was of immediate concern to the safety
of the United States, because the fate of its sister
republics intimately affected its own security. This
proved to be an enduring definition of policy, be-
cause for many years there was a real institutional
difference between the American hemisphere and
the rest of the world and because oceanic bounda-
ries were the most substantial that the world affords.
Adams, however, would have been the last to
claim that his method of securing the fundamental
purposes of the United States was itself funda-
mental. It is particularly important for Amer-
icans to make a distinction between the things.